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The Goldfields Track — a walking guide. 
“Connecting people to landscape” by Gib Wettenhall 


Our guest speaker in April was Gib Wettenhall, an accomplished writer 
and author of several publications, and the publications officer of the 
Great Dividing Trail (GDT) Association. He is also Chair of the Norman 
Wettenhall Foundation - a trust concerned with funding community 
eroups in training leaders, vegetation restoration and bio-linkage projects. 
All these activities share the main aim of Connecting People to Land- 
scape. Gib’s presentation dealt with the establishment of the Great Divid- 
ing Trail (GDT) and more specifically the work towards publication of the 
Goldfields Track — walking guide. The talk was illustrated by excellent 
photos and paid tribute to people like Barry Golding for his original vision 
for the GDT, Pat Hope and Pat Kelso for business planning, Bill Casey 
and Ed Butler for mapping and GPS work, Alison Lanigan and the many 
other members of the GDT Association who worked for over 20 years in 
ein os pais and building the GD Trail itself. 
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re’ Hh, tion meeting in an 
association- 
constructed rotunda: 
here at the aban- 
doned Wombat Sta- 
tion, which is on the 
Wallaby Track. 


The Goldfields Track runs for 
210 km from Bendigo south to 

es Leanganook Track | Mt Buninyong (see map). It is 
© GOLDFIELDS TRACK the longest shared-use _ trail 
(walkers and mountain bikes) in 
Costlancaina C Victoria, and its development 
required many years of negotia- 
BE ry Diggings Track tions with Parks Victoria and 
DSE and the other land manag- 
ers, councils, shires and funding 


| } a agencies. It is widely known to 
a “iene bushwalkers and mountain-bike 
riders, and the Goldfields Track 
pa ) Bacchus - walking guide 1s a boon to 
Bocce making it an invaluable regional 

resource. The Guidebook is 


available from Information Cen- 
tres in all main centres from Ballarat to Bendigo, and also from http:// 


www.bookshop.vic.gov.au/. 
Field Naturalist Club members at the meeting were able to view copies of 
the Walking guide. About half of this colourful, handy, spiral bound book- 


let comprises coloured maps, photos and brief descriptions of the three 
main sections of the Goldfields Track: 


Ballarat 
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|.Leanganook Track — Bendigo to Castlemaine 
2.Dry Diggings Track — Castlemaine to Daylesford 
3.The Wallaby Track — Daylesford to Mt Buninyong 


The Great Dividing Trail more or less fol- | 
lows the Great Dividing range, and includes [39 
the main spine of the Goldfield Track, with ey Jee 
arms such as the Lerderderg Track to Bac- (aatem 
chus Marsh, and other routes planned for the #™ 
future. It is sign-posted by golden topped -~ 0 ef re 

posts and GDT logo, as seen in the photo- R=) 
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Photo: Goldfields Track signposts 
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The other half of the Goldfields Track — walking guide covers topics like 
“Reading the Landscape” (geology, plants and animals, mining tech- 
niques) and “Cultural Heritage” - including indigenous heritage, gold 
rush, built heritage, Chinese heritage, mineral springs, a working forest, 
railways, water storages and famous characters of the region and the 
Wombat Forest. This material, contributed by around 10 specialist co- 
authors makes fascinating reading and is an invaluable source of informa- 
tion for naturalists, tourists and local users of the trail and the regions bush 
in general. 
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Photo: One of the track’s 
many heritage artefacts: a 
bluestone waterfall on the 
Coliban Channel, which the 
Leanganook Track follows 
on its way to Bendigo. 


The Goldfields Track — walking guide includes maps showing points of 
vehicle access to various parts of the track, designated campsites and pic- 
nic areas, as well as information on bus and rail access for walkers and 
other users of the Track. Our thanks go to Gib for his entertaining and 
informative talk on the work of the Great Dividing Trail association in 
Connecting People to Landscape. 


Congratulation on the authorship and publication of the Goldfield Track — 
walking guide; its excellent photos of wildlife and other iconic features of 
the Bendigo to Mt Buninyong region make this guidebook a ‘must’ for the 
bookshelves (and glove-boxes) of all Victorian naturalists. 


Photo: Walkers on the 
Dry Diggings Track 


near Daylesford. 
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Wattle it be? 


The massed flowering and seed set on my Blackwood Wattles this year 
drew my attention to their amazing red and black seeds. I collected some 
seeds to take a photo of the striking red “appendages” circling the seed. I 
had thought the “umbilical cord” was called an aril and somehow contrib- 
uted to the dispersal of fallen seeds by ants. After checking I found .... 
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seed encircles the seed 


oe ay twice. 


\* 


Photo: Colourful aril/ 
funicle of Blackwood seed 
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e The funicle can be a key species identifier depending on its colour, 
length, thickness but not all wattles have a funicle. 


e ‘Other wattles with showy funicles are Ac. cyclops, Ac. falciformis and 
Ac. midgley1. 


e ‘The often colourful funicles on fallen seeds attract ants to drag the seed 
towards or into the nest where they consume the fat filled aril/funicle and 
discard the tough seed to be germinated at a convenient distance from 
the parent tree. I saw plenty of evidence at my place of a pile of funicle 
free seeds a few centimetres from an ants’ nest. 


e ‘It is recorded that birds may be attracted to colourful funicles and may 
be the reason that the Blackwood seeds are retained on the tree in their 
pods for a considerable time. I haven’t recorded any birds eating these 
seeds? 


The masses of retained seed pods and seeds this year give the Blackwoods 
a colourful post flowering show, but during the bushfire alerts I was very 
conscious that my Blackwoods had a lot of dead flammable seed pods on 
the tree and below. It occurred to me that the Blackwood would be a very 
crop tree — good hard timber and firewood, lots of biomass from seeds and 
leaves to produce compost or biofuel, seeds to produce bush tucker flour 
and maybe even tannins from the bark. 


Jane Marriot 
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60 Yrs Ago — from Minutes of FNCB 
April 1953 


Guest speaker was Mr Siemens, ex Principal of School of Forestry, 
Creswick. He spoke of the various eucalypts 1n this district and their spe- 
cific values as timbers and by-products. 


Messrs Smith and Wheeler were appointed to investigate the unsatisfac- 
tory housing and feeding of birds and animals at the Ballarat Zoo. 


May 1953 


Mr R Smith presented to the Club’s first President , Mr Allan Sonsee, a 
splendidly mounted Delicate Owl, suitably enclosed in a specimen case. 


Mr Sonsee gave a most interesting address on Australian Aboriginal Arti- 
facts, displaying many specimens collected from near and far. 
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Friends of Canadian Corridor (FOCC) 


The latest news is that Hancock Plantations wish to relinquish their 
plantations on the west side of Geelong Rd. These plantations run 
from south of Castlemaine Goldfield mine almost to Buninyong. 


They are planning a gathering to be held off McCarthys Rd in the 
centre of the forest at 2pm Sunday May 19th. 


FOCC invite you to A Sunday afternoon in the Forest 2pm 
onwards. It will consist of informal walks, information images, 
discussions and observations. Afternoon tea provided. Direc- 
tions: Turn east from Geelong Rd into Recreation Rd. Drive 
along the bitumen and gravel road until you reach the green 
CHW water tank, approx 1.5km. 


The gathering will feature a nature walk led by experienced locals 
followed. 
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Linton Excursion 


Travelling along the Glenelg Highway we stopped just after Scarsdale to 
look at the patch of Snow Gum Eucalyptus pauciflora growing on both 
sides of the road with further regeneration on adjoining private land. 


We turned off the highway before Linton onto a track bordering a pine 
plantation. In two places Common Heath Epacris impressa was flowering 
with white, light pink and deep pink flowers. This species has a long flow- 
ering season. Are these the first heath to flower in the Ballarat district? 
One bluebell flower was also noticed in this area. 


Arriving at Clarkesdale bird paddock we had a cuppa and observed Grey 
Fantail, Kookaburra and Crimson Rosella. On the dam were Grey Teal, 
Australasian Grebe, Coot, Moorhen and Swamphen. Along the creek we 
added New Holland, Yellow-faced and White-naped Honeyeater. Yellow 
Robin and Golden Whistler added colour. An Eastern Spinebill was feed- 
ing in flowering mistletoe. Nineteen species were seen 1n the hour’s walk 
before returning to the cars along the Rail Trail. 


The lunchtime spot was at Edinburgh Reserve in Linton. One White- 
necked Heron was chasing a smaller and paler bird, which soon flew 
away, leaving the victor in possession of the wetland. 
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At the ‘Trust for 
Nature block trees, 
along the power | 
line easement had hy 
been pruned. A new e= 
plant was added to 7 
the list for the block 
— the previously 
overlooked Com- 
mon Cassinia Cas- 
sinia aculeata was 
found growing near 
the gate. 


Photo: Old Scentbark Eucalyptus aromaphloia at Clarkesdale. 


We located the 20 x 20 metre plot surveyed in Aug. 2009 and compared 
the present vegetation with photographs taken 4 years ago. 


A large tree has fallen into the northwest corner of the plot. Black She-oak 
Allocasuarina littoralis and Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa plants, barely 
noticeable 4 years ago, are now over | metre high. The highlight was a 
flowering Parson’s Band Eriochilus cucullatus. 


Les told us the fruticose (branching like a shrub) grey-green lichen, often 
found in extensive mats on the ground in dry forests, 1s Coral Lichen 
Cladia retipora. Research on the internet revealed it grows 1n many places 
in eastern Australia, as well as in New Zealand and New Caledonia. It 
was first collected from Tasmania in 1792 by Jacques-Julien de Labil- 
lardie and later described by him. 


We travelled back through Linton to visit Mag Dam on the eastern edge of 
Snake Valley. Among the 16 bird species seen there were 3 Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill, | Hardhead, Australasian Grebe and Wood Duck. 


On the return journey we detoured westwards to drive through the Chep- 
stowe area, burnt in January. Gum trees are beginning to sprout from epi- 
cormic shoots and grasses including Kangaroo Grass and poas are giving 
the roadsides a greenish tinge. The fire travelled about 7 km in a northeast 
direction until it was controlled near the Carngham Cemetery. This was 
where we ended the excursion and returned to Ballarat. 


John Gregurke 
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Newsletter postage (Ordinary member) $7 


x ; ee x 
* Last reminder Subscriptions are now due * 
: Should you wish to pay your membership . 
at a bank or online, our bank details are Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc. 
* * 
*% Bendigo Bank BSB 633 108, Account no. 1191 12290. « 
az Please remember to add your name. . 
wi Ordinary member $35 Family $55 x 
* Distant member S15 Student $15 * 
* * 
* * 
* * 
«x x 
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Special General Meeting to consider club constitution. 


On 26th November 2012 the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 
replaced the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 which had previously 
covered the operation of Incorporated Associations such as our club. The 
new Act includes additional provisions that must be addressed 1n the asso- 
ciation's rules. To assist this change, Consumer Affairs Victoria has issued 
a set of Model Rules. Associations have the option of adopting the model 
rules or submitting their own rules for approval. In the latter case the rules 
must address every item required by the new Act. 


Some of the changes are: 


e Financial statements do not need to be audited (for associations having a 
total revenue of less than $250,000) 


e The term 'Public Officer’ is replaced with 'Secretary' - the Secretary will 
be responsible for the reporting requirements to Consumer Affairs Victo- 
ria 


e The rules must now cover member's rights and obligations, procedures 
for resignation and cessation of membership, the process for appoint- 
ment and termination of the secretary, procedures for keeping minutes 
and member's access to minutes, membership lists etc. 


e The Committee 1s of the opinion that the Model Rules should be adopted 
without change. The new Model Rules have some differences to our cur- 
rent constitution that will have little effect on our operation, and others, 
in particular the classification of memberships that can be worked 
around. 


The specifics of our club will be inserted into the first three items of the 
Model Rules directly from our current constitution to read: 
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Name The name of the incorporated association 1s Field Naturalists Club 
of Ballarat Incorporated. 


Purposes To stimulate interest in natural history and to encourage the 
preservation and protection of the natural environment. 


Financial Year The financial year of the association 1s each period of 12 
months ending on 20" February. 


The rest of the Model Rules can be found by searching for “incorporated 
associations model rules” on the Consumer Affairs Victoria website 
(WWw.consumer.vic.Ogv.au). 


Consumer Affairs requires our club to decide its new constitution by No- 


vember 2013 so as required a Special General Meeting will be held 


prior to the normal meeting in August to consider the adoption of the 
Model Rules. To adopt the Model rules a Special Resolution must be 


passed by at least 75% of members present. 


How to grow mistletoe 


(Article provided by Margaret Martin from her APS friend in Coffs 
Habour, Barry Kemp) 


It is possible (not easy) to grow mistletoe 1n your garden as a bird attractor 
- or just as a talking point. 


Compared to Western Europe with only one species of mistletoe, Australia 
has 90 species. Roadside plants, isolated trees and streamside remnants 
seem to be the most likely places to find them but there are none in Tas- 
mania possibly because of its high possum population. 


I am assuming readers know what a mistletoe is. One definition is of a 
flowering plant which is hemi-parasitic, stem-parasitic shrub or climber. 
All mistletoes use chlorophyll to produce carbohydrates and only rely on 
the host tree for water and basic nutrients. 


To grow them squeeze out from ripe fruit of mistletoe the sem- 
transparent and sticky fluid onto the underside of a smooth tree branch of 
about pencil thickness. Hopefully after a while a little foot will arch out 
and attach like a leech. Once the bark 1s penetrated leaves will follow. 
Maybe one in 50 will become a mistletoe plant!! There are many hazards 
for a young mistletoe. 


It 1s said that a few species are fussy about to which tree they are attached 
but others have been found on exotic fruit trees. 
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To obtain nectar, pollen and 
succulent fruits, mistletoes are 
visited by many birds and fruit 
bats. Some birds and possums 
make them their nesting sites. 
Possum and gliders seek out 
the succulent leaves, and many 
insects or their larvae also feed 
on the leaves. 


The mistletoe bird is known 
for dispersing the seeds but 
other non-specialists such as 
the currawongs are more effec- 
tive at spreading the seeds 
widely, even to oceanic islands 
and perhaps your garden! 


Photo: Flowers, fruits and 
stems of some mistletoes 


Some of Victoria’s endangered species Herald Sun 12 04 2000 


Species Found Numbers Threats 


Striped legless lizard Grasslands, grassy : Habitat loss, urban 
woodlands development 


Spotted tree frog Mountain streams 4000 Silt in streams, intro- 
NW ot GD Range duced fish, weed inva- 
sion 


Leadbeaters possum Mountain Ash forest 3000-30 MHabitaqt loss & frag- 
in central Highlands 000 mentation, 


Helmeted H E Yellingbo State Na- 100 wild Habitat loss, intro- 
ture Reserve duced birds 


The Ringwood FNC ts having a fungi excursion from the Garden of St Erth car 
park, Blackwood on Sun 19, May at 10:30 am, and the club would welcome any 
members of our club who wish to join them. 


For more information contact 


Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes April, 2013 
General Business 
* Peter Dalman has been appointed President. 


Concern re lack of any environment portfolio or Environmental Officer 
or Environmental Organisations category on the Council’s Community 
Directory website led to considerable discussion. It was felt that the 
Council’s current /magine Ballarat platform would provide a suitable 
vehicle for expressing this concern. Both the club as a whole and indi- 
viduals should write to the Council expressing their views. John Gre- 
courke to create a list of specific ideas/places which writers could suggest. 


John Gregurke moved that the club write to Council expressing its con- 
cern over lack of any environmental portfolio or Environmental Officer. 


Reports 


John Gregurke reported on Canadian Forest developments. Details will 
be included in the May Ballarat Naturalist. (See p. 6) 


Wayne McGuire quoted from The Weekly Times re the large number of 
ducks illegally shot on the opening weekend of the duck shooting season 
near Lake Boort. Jane Marriott offered to write to the relevant authorities 
expressing our concern. 


Show & Tell/Field Reports 


March 11 — Carol Hall saw 200 Brolgas on flocking site wetland at head 
of Cox Creek near Penshurst. 


March — Chris & Anna Baulch in New Zealand noted numbers of intro- 
duced Magpies and Black Swans. 


April 3 — John Petheram at St James Rd/ Shuttleworth Rd in Creswick 
Forest saw a Scarlet Robin. 


April - At Broomfield Jane Marriott saw 3 Wedgetail Eagles flying low. 


March 30 — John Gregurke noted one Blue-winged Parrot and 250 
Masked Lapwings at Lake Burrumbeet. 

March 14-27 - Wayne McGuire saw White-throated Needletails at Mt 
Buninyong, a Black Kite at Bells Rd Smythes Creek, and two Wed¢getail 
Eagles at Lake Burrumbeet Caravan Park. 

March — Paul Norquay at Mt Egerton watched a Black-shouldered Kite 
hunting for mice; a Brown Goshawk killing chooks; a Swamp Harrier 
hunting over wetlands in the town north of an ex-gold-processing site. 
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CALENDAR 2013 


May 
Fri 3 Lichens - Dr Mary Gibson 
Sun 5 Excursion—Bus trip to RBG Cranbourne depart 9 am 


Thurs 23. = 1 lam. Arbor Day tree planting 1n Victoria Park. Sausage siz 
Zle to follow. 


Sun 19 FOCC A Sunday afternoon in the Forest (See reports p. 6) 


Tues 28 | Committee Meeting at Genny Binn’s 


June 
Fri 7 Namibia & Sth Africa - Rod & Jan Orr, Bendigo FNC 
Sun 9 Fungi (venue TBA) —Les Hanrahan, Club Member 
Committee 
President............... Peter Dalman 
Vice —President .... Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary .......cceeeee Carol Hall 
Treasurer ...........0.. Les Hanrahan 
Elspeth Swan John Mildren 
Claire Dalman............... Val Hocking 
John Gregurke.............. 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Carol Hall, 
Editors: Fran Hanrahan 
Nina Netherway, 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratinc@qmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Greg- 
ory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr 
Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # AOO14919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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